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Hello fellow Pulaskians! As summer approaches, the entire Board of
Officers wishes you a safe and relaxing season. Take the time to visit
the beach, go fishing, play golf, or travel to visit loved ones. As for our
active duty members, be cautious on patrol since things tend to “heatup” this time of year. We hope you all get your first vacation picks!
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MARTA KANTOR
Executive Secretary
BEN SZEMPRUCH

Sergeant-at-Arms
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Our 57th Annual Dinner Dance held at the Polonaise Terrace was well attended and fun was
had by all. Our Man of the Year, Deputy Inspector Edward Winski, had a great time celebrating
with his family and friends and we were honored to have him with us. The party had two live
bands and was enjoyed by everyone. We hope to see all of you again next year and the party
is only going to get bigger!
After our Dinner Dance, a party of 14 Pulaski members flew out to Chicago to attend the
49th Annual Polish American Police Associations (PAPA) Gala and to march in their Polish
Constitution Day Parade. We were met by PAPA President Tom Surma and his board
members and they drove us all around the city, showing us local landmarks and extending
every courtesy imaginable. As Richie Narog put it, “they treated us like GOLD!” and he was
right. You can guarantee that we will be attending PAPA of Illinois’ 50th anniversary Gala next
year and partying with some of the nicest people you ever met. “Sweet Home Chicago.”
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Retired Member Representative
ROBERT BUTLER
BERNADETTE GORCZYNSKI
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Secretary Recording
Donna Zabo

Happy Father’s Day to all! I hope all of the fathers enjoyed THEIR
day and got the appreciation they deserve. In this issue you will find the Pulaski Association
“Generations” issue, the brainchild of our Financial Secretary Catherine Jay. Within it you will
find photos and stories of Pulaski families from grandfather to grandchildren within the NYPD
Pulaski Association. Excellent work by Cathie Jay showing this important history.
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JOSEPH A. MOTTLE
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The June meeting was host to our spouse and scholarship night. Enclosed is the list of our
College and High School scholarship winners; we awarded a total of $8,500 to the children
of our Pulaski members. In my opinion, this is the best night that we have within our club. To
assist and help promote the education of our children is a display of benevolence that cannot
be measured. We have been blessed with generous donations in the last years and I would
like to mention some of our benefactors: the Bartoszek Family, Margiewicz Family, Joe Dippel
and Tom McManus of the Centurion Foundation, Mitch “The Man” Levy, Gorczynski Family,
Greg Chupa, Bogdan Tabor and the Bielefeld Family.
Please keep in touch with all Pulaski activities with our Facebook page, nypdpulaski.org
website, e-mails and text messages. We encourage all members to attend our general
meetings and all functions that we run. We will be holding elections for 2014 board and
trustee positions later this year. Stay safe and God Bless. SUPPORT YOUR ORGANIZATION!
STO LAT!
Michael E. Lukowski
President
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We are now accepting Associate Members, which are any CMOS
or civilian of Polish and Slavic descent. Although they have no voting
privileges they are welcome to attend all meetings and functions.
Your application and $25.00 dues payment create our MAILING
LIST. Don’t miss out on information and get your dues in quickly.
To insure proper delivery of not only your newsletter, but your 2013
Pulaski Membership cards and future important notifications,
please submit your payment promptly. This issue has a convenient
application insert for your ease in filling out and submitting with
your annual dues. Additional Donations are also accepted!
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Remember, there are club meetings every 3rd Wednesday
of the month, filled with fun for all who attend.
Mark your calendar with these dates.
No Meetings July or August.

Retired Notes
From Bob Butler, Ed Rybak
& Bernadette Gorczynski:

Here are some words from someone who survived Sandy. Nine
days no power, trees down with no injuries. One of the top storms
we have seen after 40 years in Suffolk County. Here hoping we
have a good year with the club.
Governor Cuomo has stated he will sign the amendment to
the Safe Act Gun Control Law approved by both houses of the
NYS legislature that will exempt retired Police Officers from the
provisions that limit the number of rounds that can be legally
possessed in NYS. So, common sense WILL prevail, after all. Let
us know if you would like us to comment on any thing regarding
the Pulaski Association. Sto Lat!
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The NYPD Pulaski Association would like to publicly acknowledge
some of our members for their kindness and generosity.
The below are a few who have recently made unsolicited donations
of various amounts.
Thanks for helping out!

Greg Chupa
Bogdan Tabor
Richard J Agnusich
Rich Kakos
Jeff Hirsch

Polish Saying:
“Reka reke myje, noga noge wspiera”
“Hand washes hand, leg supports leg”

Do you have information / pictures you would like to share with
other members in the PULASKIAN NEWSLETTER?
Mail to editor:
Stefan Komar
PO Box 447
Floral Park, NY 11002

Please check our website and “Like” our Facebook page for
information in between newsletter publications.

Richard Kosinski
George Kozak
Richard Mazur
Vincent Margiewicz

Thanks to Irene Bielefeld who has been supporting us in the name of
her deceased Husband, past Pulaski member Theodore Bielefeld.

Welcome to our new members who are still in the Academy. We wish you
good luck in your careers and good times as Pulaski members!
Derek Jaffe
Raymond Sumski
Bridget Hearn
Sebastian S Hajder
Radoslaw Turowski
Christopher Karpiak
Lucas Kalas
Daniel Wadolowski
Thomas Komoroski
John Grygorcewicz
Patrick Kaczmarczyk
Christopher Passalacqua
Kevin McQueen
John Seminerio
Magdalena Glowacka
Ivane Epitashvili
Edvina Vareika
Eduard Tikhman
Jacob Novikov
Jenny Korotun
Brendan Gould
Michael Baldofsky
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Our Facebook “Like” / Fan Page is going strong! We’re thrilled.
Find us at: www.facebook.com/nypdpulaskiassoc
“Like” us and get meeting reminders, important announcements,
Share tidbits or photos & post on our wall!

Meeting Schedule
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Konstantin Frolor
Jessica Baranek
Stephen Urbanowicz
Troy Pitman
Michael Simmonds
Louis Strube
Adam Yauner
Joseph G Barmess III
Matensz Krzeminski
Christopher Cavrence
Sylvia Golaszewski
Harris Haskovic
Jarred Kuschner
Dmitriy Lyubchenko
Jacek Baj
Artur C Janus
Sergey Zvonik
Joseph J Kaiser
Anthony Nunziato
Lauro Byelyakova
Joseph Sidlowski

New Members:
Joseph Kazlas
Thomas Brennan
Patricia Rockelein
Brian Mazur
Thomas Polacik
John Rohack
Jaclyn Majkowski
Ben Gelber
Anthony Direnzo

Andrew Bielawski
Piotr Litra
Maribeth Mallman
Marcin Bajko
Christopher Pizzo
Hubert Chrostowski
Joseph Miller
Piotr Litra
Gregory Naeder

New Associate Members:
Jennifer Trzcinski, wife of Pulaski member John Trzcinski!
Philip Dioliggi, long time friend of Tom JAKUBOWSKI
Janusz Tabaka
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by Catherine Jay
Pulaski Association Lifetime Member Sylvester Wisneski did
not have an auspicious beginning in life: he was one of nine
children whose father was killed in a Pennsylvania mine accident
when he was five years old. His family settled in New York City
on Black Friday, 1929, at the start of the Great Depression. He
was accepted to attend Stuyvesant High School on merit, but
reluctantly dropped out in his senior year due to a twenty five
cent gym fee his family could not afford. Sy, as he was known,
belatedly received his diploma from Stuyvesant in 2011.

Celebrating
Father’s Day,
Pulaski Style!
By Catherine Jay

Several weeks ago I requested photographs of Pulaski members
who are related, dating, married or have another type of relation
to other Pulaski members. Many thanks to all the members who
dug though their photographs and emailed me their photos,
and many apologies for those I nagged, posed and bullied. I
could not have done this without help.

In celebration of Father’s Day, I selected father and son pictures
as the theme for this issue. If you have already emailed me
your picture and it is not in this issue, be assured they will be
published in upcoming Pulaski newsletters.
I am still looking for more pictures of Pulaski members who are
related, friends, dating or married; they can be emailed to me at
KasiaJ@aol.com or mailed to me at the below address. Please
include the names, ranks, status (active or retired), telephone
numbers or other information with your photo.
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In 1943, Sy was drafted to serve in World War II. He was
assigned to the Engineer Battalion to sweep for mines in
Europe, and while this function was in great demand during the
war and he was in continuous combat, personnel in this unit
were known for their short life expectancies. He was among
the first men to cross the Bridge at Remagen while under fire
from the enemy. Despite Sy’s dangerous assignments, he
survived the war and for his services, he was awarded the
Bronze Star.
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Lifetime Member
Sylvester Wisneski

ww
.TO

TA
L

Sy was appointed to the New York City Police Department in
1946 and was promoted to sergeant in 1956. In 1960 he was
assigned to the Outdoor Range where he became a certified
ballistic expert. He designed the “War Wagon” which was the
beginning of our Emergency Services Unit and later worked
on the development of ballistic vests. In addition to his police
service to the City, Sy also earned a Bachelor of Science in
Police Science from New York City College. He retired from
the Department in 1980 after 34 years, and more than 30 years
his retirement, Sy is still fondly remembered by his colleagues
from the Outdoor Range.

The Pulaski Association
PO Box 447
Floral Park, NY 11002
Attn: Catherine Jay

Dzieki!
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

After retirement from the Job, Sy travelled the world visiting
every continent with his wife, Sally, whom he married prior to
his military service.
Sy ended his journey on this earth on January 30, 2013, at the
age of 94. Perhaps fittingly, Sally joined him ten days later.
Despite Sy’s difficult childhood and dangerous military
assignments and later, his police service, he left a lasting
legacy to the generations of police officers that came after
him. He created the concept of ESU and contributed to the
bullet proof vests that has saved countless police lives. The
accomplishments he achieved in his lifetime improved the lives
of generations of police officers that followed. RIP.

Here are four members comprising three generations of the
Wicelinski family during a recent Pulaski meeting: grandfather
Bernie (second from left), son Stephen (second from right),
grandson Matt (left) all wearing Pulaski Gear; nephew
Captain Bruce Donach rounds out this family of Pulaskians.
(Pulaski Gear can be purchased from http://nypdpulaski.org/
NYPD_Pulaski_Gear.php).
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Meet the Machtel family, another Pulaski family with three
generations of members: Lifetime Member Joseph Machtel
(left) was the first to join the organization, his son Dennis (center)
was second and lastly, Dennis’ son Keith, who is also the Pulaski
Association’s 2nd Vice President. Dennis and Keith are wearing
the Uniform of the Day at our annual dinner dance last April.

Past Pulaski President and retired Captain Joe Lubomski (right)
with his son, Sergeant Michael Lubomski

Past Pulaski President and retired Deputy Chief Phil Mandzik (right)
and his wife (left) proudly showing off their newly minted police officer
son, Alex (and the only person not smiling at his graduation!)

What do you get when two Pulaski members marry and retire as
captains? A son who gradates top of his class! Congratulations
to retired Captain John Paulik and his wife, retired Captain Carol
Paulik as well as their son, Police Officer Michael Paulik, all
Pulaski members! Remember this family of over-achievers the
next time a Polish joke is recited!

Lifetime member Police Officer Stanley Kalinowski, appointed in
1953, at his grandson’s, Police Officer Scott Walicki, graduation
from the Police Academy in 2005. Scott carries his grandfather’s
shield number 19252. I can’t tell is prouder.

Retired Sergeant Henry Ciborowski and his son, Robert, before
he became Police Officer Robert Ciborowski.

The Pulaski Association has a lot to be thankful for this father and
son team. Not only are they both past presidents but they also
sponsor the Peter C. Bartoszek Scholarship Award. Meet retired
Lieutenant Peter C. Bartoszek (right) and his son, Deputy Inspector
Peter J. Bartoszek, who are also affectionately known as PETE and
REPETE. Thank you both for all you have done for this organization
and the next generation!
4
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OUR CREDIT UNION…

MORE THAN A BANK
As a member you are also an owner of our Credit Union!

Our unique understanding of the Polish & Slavic
community lets us understand your and your
family's financial needs. Our representatives

speak Polish and English to serve you better. For

GR

35 years we have been providing Polonia with

financial products and services such as checking,
savings and IRA accounts. We also offer a variety of
VISA® credit, debit and gift cards. In the past few
years we have significantly expanded our
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electronic services, giving members access to
internet and telephone banking, as well as online

bill payment. We also take pride in offering a wide array of residential and commercial
mortgages and consumer loans, all at very competitive rates. Please visit any of our fifteen
branches in New York, New Jersey or Illinois and experience the credit union difference!
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Join today!

1.855.PSFCU.4U | www.psfcu.com

100 MCGUINNESS BLVD.
BROOKLYN, NY 11222

1260 60TH ST.
BROOKLYN, NY 11219

66-14 GRAND AVE.
MASPETH, NY 11378

619 WEST EDGAR RD.
LINDEN, NJ 07036

667 CHESTNUT ST.
UNION, NJ 07083

140 GREENPOINT AVE.
BROOKLYN, NY 11222

6903 FRESH POND RD.
RIDGEWOOD, NY 11385

314 GREAT NECK RD.
COPIAGUE, NY 11726

990 CLIFTON AVE.
CLIFTON, NJ 07013

533 BROADWAY
BAYONNE, NJ 07002

75 RIVER DRIVE,
GARFIELD, NJ 07026

1110 N. OLDEN AVE.
TRENTON, NJ 08638

1044 MT. PROSPECT PLAZA,
MT. PROSPECT, IL 60056

8342 S. HARLEM AVE.
BRIDGEVIEW, IL 60455

4147 N. HARLEM AVE.,
NORRIDGE, IL 60706

* Membership restrictions apply. Other restrictions may also apply.
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On April 19, the residents of Warsaw, Poland commemorated
another tragic event from World War II, the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising,
which took place 70 years prior in 1943. For the first time, sirens
rang out and the city stopped in silence, just as it has been doing
for several years for the commemorations of the Uprising of the
whole city against the Germans in 1944. By doing so, Poland is
finally removing the divisive shadow that was cast on this event
due to the manipulation of facts by Soviet propaganda that was
then presented as gospel in the western media. Unlike, the Katyn
murders, the misinformation associated with the Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising was relatively subtle, while, at the same time, very corrosive
for the proper understanding of the role of the Polish Underground
in relation to the Jewish minority during the occupation.
When Germany prepared to invade Poland in 1939, Hitler advised
his generals to “kill without mercy all men, women and children of
Polish extraction and language.” At the same time, being that
Poland had by far the largest Jewish population in all of Europe,
other than the Soviet Union, various plans were being considered to
solve Europe’s “Jewish Question.” After the invasion, German terror
was initially focused on the Polish population to crush resistance,
while progressive steps were slowly implemented to identify and
then isolate Jews from the rest of the population, in order to prepare
for a sweeping and dramatic undetermined as of yet “solution”.
While Poles were both selectively and randomly rounded up and
executed, or sent to newly created concentration camps, Jews,
the definition which included Poles with only one Jewish great
grandparent, were first ordered to wear identifying patches, then
ordered to move to newly created ghettos that were initially poorly
guarded. These ghettos were eventually walled in and cut off from
the rest of the world.

On January 18 of 1943, armed members of the Jewish resistance
placed themselves amongst the group of Jews being rounded up
for transports and began attacking the Germans. As a result, the
Germans abruptly ceased the round ups after three days, which
provided motivation for the remaining residents of the Ghetto to
prepare for confrontation with the Germans.
On April 19, with 60,000 residents still in the Ghetto, the Germans,
with Ukrainian, Latvian and Lithuanian auxiliary units re-entered
the ghetto to resume final transports of all the remaining residents
to the death camps. The German and auxiliary forces were met
with gunfire and grenades, and retreated. After regrouping, the
Germans, with a new Commander, adopted a tactic of burning the
Ghetto, building by building, to dislodge the insurgent fighters until
there was no resistance.

Based upon Polish and Jewish testimonials, as well as German
documentation of the Uprising, the most intense fighting was
concentrated in a few pockets, the foremost being Muranowska
Street, the command center of the JMU. The German SS
Commander, Jurgen Stroop, made note of Polish “bandits” fighting
alongside the Jews in this area. The JMU for several days hoisted
two flags, one, the white stripe over red stripe Polish flag, and a
Zionist flag, similar to the Polish flag, except with the white stripe
over a blue stripe, instead of a red one, and this drove the Germans
to a frenzy to have these flags destroyed.

During the Uprising, the JMU was joined by HA units from outside
the ghetto, who brought supplies and ammunition, as well as
participated in the fighting which centered around Muranowska
Street, where a tunnel had been previously built in coordination
with the HA to reach beyond the walls of the Ghetto. It was
through this tunnel most of the Polish assistance was delivered.
For approximately ten days a few hundred Jewish fighters from the
two groups, with help from outside Polish units, kept the Germans
at bay. Polish units were also involved in attacking German soldiers
outside the Ghetto walls. Eventually, most of the leaders of the JMU
died in combat while surviving members evacuated to the outside
of the ghetto through the tunnel and sewers to fight again in the
uprising of the rest of the city a little over a year later. Leaders of
the JCO, amongst them Mordechai Anielewicz, commited suicide
at their headquarters at 18 Mila Street several days later, but some,
most notably, Marek Edelman, along with their remaining fighters,
also left the Ghetto. Isolated groups of fighters continued firing
at the German forces, while individual insurgents would shoot at
soldiers or detonate grenades at close range while pretending
to surrender. Eventually, as Edelman is quoted as saying, the
insurgents “were beaten by the flames, not the Germans.”
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In Warsaw, when the order was proclaimed for Jews to move to the
designated area that would thereby become the Warsaw Ghetto,
Poles in this area had to move out of it and hasty arrangements
were made where Poles moving out of the ghetto switched
apartments with Jews moving into the ghetto. Movement in and
out of the ghetto was allowed at first. The Germans then built a
wall that in certain places reached 20 feet high. The Germans
also created a Jewish governing board and Jewish police force,
which created an illusion of potential self-government within the
ghetto, but in reality these institutions were able only to implement
German imposed policies. The population of the Warsaw ghetto
was increased to absorb large groups of Jews from other parts of
Poland and Europe where the ghetto became so over crowded,
there were estimates of approximately 20 people per room, if not
more, for a total population of 300,000. Draconian rationing of
food, together with the overcrowding, led to widespread death by
starvation and disease.
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By Stefan Komar
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The Warsaw Ghetto
Uprising and
Soviet
Propaganda

by the main Polish underground, the Home Army (Armia Krajowa),
which was non-Communist. The other group, the Jewish Combat
Organization (Zydowska Organizacja Bojowa), mostly left wing,
included pro-Soviet Communists, and was made up mostly of
civilians with no military background. It was equipped mostly by
the Polish Communist underground, which was small, and with
few resources. The Jewish Combat Organization (JCO) received
some arms from the Home Army (HA), but not much, because
the main Polish underground was suspicious of the pro-Soviet
elements within it, considering the hostility of the Soviets towards
the non -Communist HA. It should also be pointed out that the
HA had limited weapons available for their own use, and preferred
to give their arms to the Jewish Military Union (JMU), not only for
ideological and political reasons, but also because of their military
proficiency. Both groups operated separately, as the JCO refused
the insistence of the JMU that military experience be a requisite
qualification for operational leadership, after which some of the JCO
members called the JMU “fascists.”

The Germans officially ended the destruction of the Ghetto by
blowing up the Warsaw synagogue on May 16 with the remaining
population already removed to various concentration and death camps.
After World War II, Marek Edelman, Mordechai Anielewicz and
Yitzhak Zuckerman, who did not even fight in the Uprising, but was
also from the leftist JCO, became famous, as did their command
center at 18 Mila Street. The Soviets and the Polish Communist
government glorified the JCO and not only did not mention the
JMU, but clearly suppressed information about it for ideological
reasons. Not mentioned, by extension, was the assistance given
to the JMU by the Polish non-Communist underground, whose
members were being arrested after World War II and murdered
outright, tortured and sentenced to long prison terms or execution
by the Soviet imposed Communist authorities, simply for being
members of the Home Army. Hollywood, the American and West
European media and academia followed the narrative provided
by the Soviets, their Eastern bloc puppet governments, and their
Communist intellectual elites. This situation was enhanced by
the dominance of left wing political circles during the first years
of independent Israel, and the fact that the heroes of the JCO
completely omitted their rival organization in their accounts. While
countless books, movies and articles appeared about the JCO,
Dawid Wdowinski, one of the surviving leaders of the JMU, did not,
or could not, get his memoirs published in Israel until 1963. As
a result, many myths and misrepresentations of historical events
spread in regards to the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. For example,
the famous hoisting of the Polish flag and Zionist colors has been
mistakenly, or falsely, attributed to the JCO, instead of the JMU.
While the Communist authorities imprisoned those members of
the Polish underground who actually entered the Ghetto to fight
alongside the JMU, the authorities took the complaint that the JCO
received limited assistance or weapons from the HA, and cynically
accused the non-Communist Polish Underground of not helping
the Jewish Uprising at all, and then blamed this alleged lack of
assistance on anti-Semitism.
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By 1941 the idea by German authorities to solve the “Jewish
Question” through extermination of all Jews began to crystallize
and solidify and the technicalities of how to carry out this plan were
discussed. Initially, mass executions were conducted by firing
squads and burning in the Eastern territories taken from the Soviet
Union after Germany attacked their Communist ally. Eventually, the
German authorities built death camps, distinct from concentration
camps, where thousands would be killed through asphyxiation
with the exhaust from especially designed trucks, and then in
gas chambers. The population of the Warsaw Ghetto began to
diminish, as thousands were sent to the death camps in huge
railroad transports. The Germans claimed that Jews going on the
transports were being resettled, but horrifying stories reached back
to those remaining in the Ghetto.

The Jewish population of Poland, and in the Warsaw Ghetto
was very diverse, from extreme right wing Zionists to pro Soviet
Communists, with Bund Socialists, Conservatives, and Centrists in
between. There were Ultra Orthodox Jews who spoke little Polish,
to assimilated and secular Jews, and even Jews who converted
to Christianity with their own congregations and churches. Due
to the broad definition of a Jew by the German Nazis, there were
Poles in the ghetto, that did not think of themselves as Jewish, but
were required to live in the ghetto because they had a Jewish great
grandparent.
In the Warsaw Ghetto there were a few organizations, which
organized limited resistance.
Initially, the resistance targeted
members of the Jewish Police, or Jewish informers, who were
used by the Germans to forcefully gather people for the continuing
transports, to suppress resistance, or to find Jews who had
concealed themselves in order to avoid the transports. Two
main groups began preparations for attacks on the Germans.
One group was a part of the main Polish underground, and was
made up of former members of the Polish military and belonged
mostly to right wing organizations such as Betar, Hatzohar and
the Revisionist Zionist Federation. This group, the Jewish Military
Union (Zydowski Zwiazek Wojskowy), was equipped and supplied

Soviets began exploiting their role in the defeat of the German
Nazis and the liberation of Auschwitz, although they were initially
allies of the German Nazis, and did nothing to stop the killings at
Auschwitz prior to the liberation, which they could have easily done
by bombing the gas chambers and tracks leading up to them. At
this time, Communist parties existed in many countries, including
the United States, and armed Communist groups with the support
of the Soviet Union were preparing to overturn their governments
in many countries around the world, including Western Europe. In
Italy, for example, the Communist underground murdered members
of other anti-Nazi groups during the war, as they planned a take
over of Italy after the fall of the Mussolini regime, and successfully
promoted themselves after the war as the only ones that fought
the Nazi regime in Italy. While the Soviets were trying to make
themselves appealing to those that were sympathetic to them and
could help them spread Communism, they began also courting
those agitating for the creation of Israel, in the hope that Israel
would become a Communist state and a Soviet ally. It is in this
context that one should view the attempts by the Soviets to portray
themselves as pro-Jewish, at the expense of non-Communists,
referred to routinely as “fascists,” and “anti-Semites”. While most
anti-Nazi undergrounds in Europe were predominantly Communist,
the Polish anti-Nazi underground had the distinction of being the only
one where the non-Communists by far dwarfed the Communists.
While a huge monument was built in Warsaw by the Communists
to commemorate the 1943 “Jewish” Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, none
was built to commemorate the 1944 “Polish” Warsaw Uprising
fought mostly by the dominant non-Communist underground, while
ignoring the fact that ethnic Poles and Polish Jews fought in both
uprisings. While the Soviets had no illusions that outside forces
were needed to introduce and maintain Communism in Poland, the
question was still open, in their eyes, as to the character of the
future “Jewish” state, at least until the 1967 Six Day War between
Israel and the Arab states, where the Soviets sided with the Arabs,
and Israel turned decisively towards the United States. This led
to the use of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising as part of the broader
propaganda campaign to diminish support for a Poland striving to
reject Soviet domination, while the Soviets attempted to curry favor
with the citizens and supporters of a Jewish state. As a result, the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, while it should have been an event that
brought Poles and Jews together, was used for decades by the
Soviet authorities to effectively separate them.
Knowledge of the existence of the JMU, and by extension the role of
the Polish Underground in the 1943 Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, was
known in scholarly circles, but never reached the consciousness
of the wider public. The Commander of one of the Polish units
that entered the Ghetto, Captain Henryk Iwanski, who lost his two
sons and a brother in the fight, and was himself wounded, was
honored by Yad Vashem in 1964, a few years after he was released
from prison by the Communists, but his story never received wider
attention. This situation has improved thanks to the fall of the
Communist government in Poland, the involvement of right wing
Israeli politicians such as Moshe Arens, former Defense and Foreign
Minister of Israel, who published a book only recently in 2011 titled
the “The Flags Over the Ghetto” and the earlier publication of
another book in 2007 “Two Flags: Return to the Warsaw Ghetto”
by Marian Apfelbaum, a relative of David Apfelbaum, one of the
JMU Commanders who died in the fight at Muranowska Street.
These books have been seriously critical of the role leftist politicians
and intellectual leaders played in the suppression and omission
of information about the JMU and involvement of the Polish
Underground in the Ghetto Uprising.
Not surprisingly, the recent response from the Polish and Jewish
left has been to try to cast doubt on the findings of Yad Vashem,
Moshe Arens, and others, by claiming that Mr. Apfelbaum may have
never existed, and that those purporting to have been involved in
the JMU and survived the war were frauds. Accompanying these
suggestions are insinuations that the Poles who helped the JMU
were anti-Semitic, or had associations with the Polish Communist
Secret Police. What is curious is that these suggestions come from
a member of a group of researchers dubbed “Neo-Stalinist” for their
alleged reliance on Soviet sources to prove their conclusions, which
generally cast Poland in a negative light, while mostly rejecting Polish
sources outright as not credible. This rhetoric is being presented as
fact, and unsurprisingly, there appears to be an attempt to spread
it through the same channels of information through which the
distorted story of the Ghetto Uprising was originally disseminated.
The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising showed the world that Jews had
the will to be free, to fight and die fighting, on their terms, and not
the terms of those who wished to exterminate them. It was the
survivors from the Warsaw Ghetto, emboldened by their fight during
the Uprising, who organized successful breakouts from various
camps they were sent to, such as the famous Treblinka revolt. The
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising was more than likely an inspiration for the
Warsaw Uprising the following year in which most of the surviving
Ghetto fighters also participated. Finally, it has been said to be an
example for Israeli soldiers as they have effectively and decisively
engaged bigger armies in defense of the freedom and independence
of their country. The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising was the first urban
revolt against the German Nazis in occupied Europe, and with the
citywide revolt the next year, made Warsaw the only city in occupied
Europe to revolt twice against the German Nazis. The Uprising
was also an undertaking, which fits perfectly into the Polish tradition
of taking up arms to fight against overwhelming odds. Hopefully,
the revelation that there were Poles who risked their lives and died
to help Jews in this fight, a fact hidden in order to defame and
control Poland, will serve to bring Poles and Jews closer together,
and stymie the efforts of those who wish to suppress the truth in
furtherance of totalitarianism.

It should be noted that shortly before the end of World War II, the
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Pulaski members at the Police Arlington Burial Grounds
Memorial at Cypress Hills Cemetery on May 25.
Congratulations to Tony Lagoda on the new addition to
his family: son-in-law Baz Deaz, husband of his daughter,
Kristina.

From left to right: Scholarship Chairman Krzysztof Fryc, Emily
Bosiacki, Sofia Kachurka, Marta Ryan, Henry Detesky Jr, Steven
Jeszeck Jr, Shaun Ralko

Emily Bosiacki - 4th place HS scholarship
Sofia Kachurka - 3rd place HS Scholarship
Marta Ryan - 1st place HS Scholarship
Henry Detesky Jr - 2nd place HS Scholarschip
Steven Jeszeck Jr - 1st place College Scholarship
Shaun Ralko - 2nd place College Scholarship
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The Sad News

NYPD Pulaski
Association Scholarship Program

GR

Congratulations to Ed and Rose Rybak
on their 63 wedding anniversary!
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The Happy News

Condolences to retired member Robert Federici on the death of
his father in law, 92 year old John Beransky.

College Awards:

ww
.TO

SOPHIE MARGIEWICZ AWARD $2500
Steven W. Jeszeck, Jr.,
son of Retired PO Steven Jeszeck

Polish Surname of the Day - Wicelinski

Probably comes from names beginning with Wi-, such as
Wincenty or Wiktor.
The -ski ending became favored by the noble families of Poland
around the 15 century. Later, this ending found favor with the
rest of the population when they started to acquire surnames
around the 17 century.
Source: Hoffman, William F. Polish Surnames: Origins &
Meanings Volumes 1 & 2, 3rd Edition. Chicago, Illinois: Polish
Genealogical Society of America, 2013.

POLLY FULTON AWARD for $2000
Shaun Ralko, son of Retired PO Stephen Ralko

HS AWARDS:
PETER C. BARTOSZEK $1500
Marta Ryan, daughter of Retired Captain Tom Ryan
MICHAEL GORCZYNSKI $1000
Henry Deteskey, Jr.,
son of Retired Captain Henry Deteskey
ARTUR KASPRZAK $750
Sofia Kachurka,
daughter of Retired PO Thomas Kachurka
TABOR AWARD $500
Emily Bosiacki, daughter of Retired PO Robert Bosiacki
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