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s we usher into the New Year – let us be steadfast
to promote a successful and enjoyable 2015.
We have been busy since our last issue and want to
report to you, our members the events we attended since
our last communication.
In May, ’14, we organized a delegation of 10 members and
travelled to Chicago to celebrate the 50th Anniversary
of Polish American Police Association (PAPA) of
Chicago & Illinois. We marched alongside Chicago PD in
recognition of Polish Constitution Day and marched the
following day in the Saint Jude Memorial Parade. A truly
memorable experience.
May 6, marked the 28th Annual Police Memorial in
Albany, NY. I attended along with the various fraternal,
religious, line, and sports team presidents belonging to
the Committee of Police Societies (COPS)
May 10, we attended the Philadelphia Police Pulaski
Association Dinner Dance, where we sat with Westchester
County Police Pulaski Association. It’s great to see
everyone come together and support one another.
May 18 our Citywide Trustee Lieutenant Christina Gryziec
crossed the finish line at the Police Memorial 5K Run in
NYC. In honor and remembrance, she wore, “P.O. Matthew
Dziergowski” name across her shirt.
Super Cop was sighted alongside the Mounted Unit with
best-pal Kenny Dombrowski at the SBA picnic.
We attended various fraternal organization dinner
dances through the year and look forward to attending
future events.
In June, we hosted our Annual Scholarship Awards Night
at the Frank Kowalinski Post. The following children of
our members received their respective Scholarship:
• Peter C. Bartoszek College Award for $2500 goes to
Chris Klein
•	Michael Gorczynski College Award for $1500 goes
to Katelyn Dobranski
•	Artur Kasprzak High School Award for $1500 goes
to Emily Bosiacki
•	Lieutenant’s Benevolent Assoc. Award for $500
goes to Angeline Metzler
• Sophie Margiewicz College Award for $2000 goes to
Alex Belusic
•	Michael J. Buczek College Award for $500 goes to
Dominik Kosmaty
Congratulations to all and we wish you the best on your
future educational endeavours.
On a personal note, I want to let everyone know I married
the love of my life – Erica in August. We Honeymooned in
Saint Lucia and had a wonderful time!
Also in August, we travelled to Albany for the New York

City Police Benevolent
Association’s
International
Row.
This is essentially
an informal fraternal
gathering where each
respective organization
sets up a table and
provides literature to
perspective candidates
for membership. It
has evolved over
the years into a cultural experience. Our organization
seems to be #1. Special thanks goes to Keith Machtel’s
Mother who prepared several trays of homemade
kielbasa and kraut for the troops. Also, a special
unannounced visit made by Past-President Anne
Marie Verbil, who brought everyone cheer with her
famous “Cherries”.
During the month of October, we proudly marched up 5th
Ave in NYC for the Annual Pulaski Day Parade. This was
my first time as President leading the march of Police
Officers and members of the Pulaski Association, it is an
honor to be your leader! We invited everyone back to the
Post to have lunch following the end of the parade. We
packed two buses!
We attended Fraternal Day at the Police Academy where
more than 30 recruits signed up for membership. Signingup that day was PPO Nicole Piwowarski, the niece of Cas
Piwowarski. Nicole is currently assigned to the 111.
October 15, our executive board held a conference with
Deputy Commissioner Administration Cathleen Perez.
We provided a PowerPoint overview of our association,
our history, our member statistics and what we plan on
accomplishing moving forward. 2015 will be a great year!
November 19, was our Turkey Shoot Thanksgiving
celebration. Many members participated and provided
canned goods, boxed food items, and 6 frozen turkeys.
We donated all the items to Polish American Family Day
Care Of Maspeth. The Day Care is run by the mother of one
of our members, former NYPD – currently Suffolk County
Police Officer Konrad Wojciehowski. Konrad’s mother
identified families in the neighborhood who could use the
help and delivered the good to them.
December 6, we celebrated our Pulaski Kids Christmas
Party. Through collaboration with Deputy Commissioner
Administration – Notable guests present were Santa
Claus, Mounted Police Officer Tarricone with Horse
“Broadway”, our Sgt-at-arms and Emergency Service
Police Officer Matt Wicelinski with Canine “Dallas” and
Highway Patrol Police Officer’s Kwiatkowski (KW) and Fil.
(continued on page 2)

President’s Message (continued from page 1)
We invited the “Mecca Shriner’s Klown Klub” to perform and boy did they
have their hands full! In total four “Klown’s” entertained over 35 kids,
parents, past presidents and more! Our newest member Greg Gorski
helped donate over 4 cases of various milk and juices – thank you! Special
thank you to Past Prez Pete Bartoszek for donating the food. This year
marked the start of participating in #OperationBlueChristmas. Secretary,
Sgt. Alyce Dolinski assigned to the 122 Pct in Staten Island, during her
tour, presented a family with children in need of aid- Christmas gifts.
Dec. 14 we attended the annual Holiday COPS luncheon where Mary Jo
Buczek was awarded recognition.
It will come as no surprise that 2015 is MJ’s year because by unanimous
vote – The Pulaski Association is proud to announce the 2015 “Person Of
The Year” Mary Jo Buczek!
I also want to share Dec. 19 I was promoted Sergeant and through the
“Pulaski” network I was fortunate to get some photos with Commissioner
Bratton in his office. I am currently assigned to the Midtown
South Precinct.
I would like to take this time to remember the four NYPD Officers Killed in
the Line of Duty in 2014, Detective Dennis Guerra, Police Officer Michael
Williams, Detective Wenjian Liu, and Detective Rafael Ramos. A reminder
of the evil we confront on a daily basis. We honor the fallen.
In closing, JetBlue flew 1100 members from across the nation gratis to
attend the funerals of the Det.’s Liu and Ramos. Our Pulaski Brethren
from PAPA Chicago joined us and stood in uniform at the service.
Thank you to Trustee Sgt. Matt Tk and Secretary Andy Ternes for the
airport transport.
I wish everyone a Happy New Year and look forward to seeing you at
future meetings and events. Remember, you can always bring a friend!
Fraternally,
Richard C. Narog
President

Attention
All High Rollers, Gamblers and Party Goers!
The Fifth Annual Mohegan Bus Trip is scheduled for

Friday February 20, 2015.

Tickets are Available in advance only
$40.00 per person
Upon arrival Mohegan Sun will provide you a
$15 betting voucher and a
$15 food voucher.
Bus leaves the City Field Parking lot at
10:30 sharp!
Food and beverages will be provided for the trip.
123-01 Roosevelt Avenue Flushing Queens, NY

Any Questions?
CONTACT

Keith Machtel 631-433-6900
Richard Narog 470-765-6642
Donna Zabo
631-833-8823

UPCOMING EVENTS
January 21, 2015

5:00PM

MEETING W/ POLICE CMSR. WILLIAM J. BRATTON @ 1PP 2ND FL PRESS RM

January 27, 2015

TBD

NY Rangers v NY Islanders

February 18, 2015

7:00PM

General Meeting

February 20, 2015

10:30AM-9:00PM

5th Annual Mohegan Sun Casino Trip Departing from Citifield

February 24, 2015

TBD

Phoenix Coyotes v NY Islanders

March 18, 2015

7:00PM

General Meeting

April 10, 2015

7:00 PM-Midnight

59h Annual Pulaski Dinner Dance – “Person of the Year” Mary Jo Buczek

April 15, 2015

7:00PM

General Meeting

April 18, 2015

11:00AM

P.O. Michael J. Buczek Little League

May 20, 2015

7:00PM

General Meeting

June, 17, 2015

7:00PM

Scholarship Awards Night – location to be determined

July & August

*** No Meetings ***

August 27, 2015

All Day

NYC PBA International Row – Holiday Inn Wolf Rd. Albany, NY

September 16, 2015

7:00PM

End of Summer Reunion – General Meeting

October 4, 2015

10:30AM-3:00PM

78th Annual NYC Pulaski Day Parade

October 11, 2015

General Pulaski Memorial Day

October 16, 2015

11:00AM

P.O. Michael J. Buczek Memorial Mass, 34th Precinct

October 21, 2015

7:00PM

General Meeting

November 18, 2015

7:00PM

Thanksgiving Turkey Shoot – General Meeting

December 5, 2015

1:00PM-4:00PM

Pulaski Kids Christmas Party!

December 16, 2015

7:00PM

Christmas Party – Bring your Spouse – General Meeting

Eligibles: Poles, Ukrainians, Russians, Belorussians, Czechs, Slovaks, Croats, Serbs, Bosnians, Montenegrins,
Bulgarians, Hungarians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Estonians .
We now accept ASSOCIATE MEMBERS who are any civilian member of service (CMOS) or civilian of Polish or Slavic descent by
birth or marriage. ASSOCIATE MEMBERS may attend ALL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS & EVENTS but CANNOT VOTE or HOLD OFFICE
within the NYPD Pulaski Association.

Our meetings are held 3 rd Wednesdays of the month at 7PM at 61-57 Maspeth Ave. Maspeth, NY 11378
NYPDPulaskiAssoc
@NYPDPulaski http://www.NYPDPulaski.org (470)-POLONIA (470-765-6642)
We now accept payment via Pay Pal, credit card and e-check. Please complete your 2015 Membership
Application/Renewal and mail it along with payment made payable to the following:
N.Y.P.D. Pulaski Association C/O Financial Secretary P.O. BOX 447 Floral Park, N.Y. 11002

2015 Membership Renewal
Full Name:
Last

First

M.I.

Address:
Street Address

Apartment/Unit #

City

State

ZIP Code

Date of Birth:

Sex:
(mm/dd/yyyy)

(m/f)

E-Mail:
Home Phone:

(

)

Cell Phone:

(

)

Membership (check one)
☐

General Membership

☐

Associate Membership

$25

Lifetime Membership

☐

$40

Active or Retired

$10

Civilian

Over 65 and in Good Standing

Employment (please include prior commands)
(
Tax#

Rank

Shield#

Command

)

Command telephone

(

)

Command

Command telephone

Command

Command telephone

(

Appointment Date

)

Retirement Date:

The above information is true to the best of my knowledge. I hereby agree to abide by the Constitution and By -Laws of The New York
City Police Department Pulaski Association and any future amendments and changes thereto. I understand that failure to keep d ues
current and in good standing will suspend all benefits including, but not limited to, Scholarships and Death Policy Benefits.

Signature

Date

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
DATE

AMOUNT

CASH

CHECK

PAYPAL ID

Marc Busell on his promotion to
DEPUTY INSPECTOR
Vicki McDermott and Jonathan P.
Korabel on their promotions to
CAPTAIN

59th ANNUAL

Dinner Dance
Person Of The Year

Mary Jo Buczek
Friday April 10th, 2015

VISIT US ON

Tickets
Tickets

Held At: Leonard’s Palazzo
555 Northern Blvd., Great Neck, NY

Cocktails Begin at 7:00 PM
Dinner & Dancing 8:00 PM Until Midnight

Purchase
onlineat
at
Purchase tickets
tickets online
www.nypdpulaski.org
www.nypdpulaski.org
with your credit card
card

.00
90
90.00

$
$

Per
PerPerson
Person

*Make
NYPD Pulaski
PulaskiAssociation
Association
*Makechecks
checks payable to NYPD
PO
Park NY
NY11002
11002
PO Box 447 Floral Park

Rich Narog 914-879-3749 • Keith Machtel 631-433-6900
Donna Zabo 631-833-8823 • Email: mail@nypdpulaski.org
Contact the NYPD Pulaski Association at 1 (470) POLONIA or 470-765-6642

www.nypdpulaski.org

SPORTS
RANGERS @ ISLANDERS 01/27/15
VS
COYOTES @ ISLANDERS 02/24/15
VS
PHILLIES @ METS 04/13/15
VS
YANKEES @ METS 09/19/15
VS
Contact Manhattan Trustee Gregory W. Chupa for tickets
+1 (917) 751-4963 or +1 (917) 417-3008 no txts

Woyciech Niebrzydowski on his
promotion to LIEUTENANT
Dariusz Gazda, Marta Drew, Magdalena
Raznikiewicz, Matthew Wesolowski,
James Roscher (Special Assignment,
and Richard Narog on their promotions
to SERGEANT
Richard Everoski (2nd Grade), Joanna
Sobolewska, Marcin Droznial and
Slawomir Dziubek on their promotions
to DETECTIVE

.
.
.
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Grzegor Ryszard Go
ust-kidding)
William Grodnick (j
Matthew Kraeger
Vincent Tieniber, Jr
John Hagan

WELCOME PULASKI NEWEST MEMBERS FROM THE POLICE ACADEMY:
Brian Abbondandelo
Armin Becirovic
Jeremy Bogucki
Kristopher Charubin
Richard Cubinski
Damir Djukanovic
James Farley
Tomasz Gradzki
Keith Hartmann

Shelby Hernandez
Gregory Hess
Sylwester Kopec
Richard Krawczyk
Alexey Kushnerov
William Kwasnicki
Christian McAtur
Ashmeed Paltoo
Marcin Pawezka

Joseph Pellegrino Jr.
Michael Pfaeffle
Nicole Piwowarski
Gregory Reisert
Joesph Rishkel IV
John Rysiejko
Simrat Sandhu
Nenard Savic
Michael Sawicki

Johanna Selock
Mary E. Sobieski
Kamil Tarnawski
Aleksandar Todoroski
John Vlaovich
Krystyna Wegrowski
Joanna Wiciak
Blenard Xhelili
Robert Zunde

SAD NEWS/DEATHS

(PARTIAL LIST OF DECEASED MEMBERS):

HAPPY NEWS:
Happy 100th birthday to Pulaski’s
LifeTime Member John Downer!

The Pulaski Association announces the passing
of the following members:
• William J. Andrejko
• Walter Gretchyn
• Robert Javurski
• Lawrence Merryman
• Edward Openchowski
• Nathan Roe
Please keep member Benny Szempruch’s wife,
Agnes, in your prayers.

Congratulations to Thomas Wnek
and his wife Anna on the birth of their firstborn, a son. Baby Eric weighed in at 8 lbs and showing his
true Pulaski nature, arrived just three hours after the annual dinner dance last April.
Congratulations to Matt Wilson and his wife Julie on the healthy birth of their newest son Zachary on
October 21. Zachary’s entrance in this world was filled with drama: shortly after Julie discovered she
was pregnant she was diagnosed with breast cancer and while pregnant, underwent chemotherapy
treatment. Despite all this little Zack was born healthy with an accommodating disposition towards his
older brother Aaron. Julie’s treatment is not yet over as she is now undergoing radiation treatment, and
we hope that you will keep this family in your prayers.

******************************************
IF YOU ARE NOT RECEIVING EMAILS FROM MAIL@NYPDPULASKI.ORG, PLEASE CONTACT KASIAJ@AOL.COM
******************************************

Lifetime Member John Downer
by Catherine Jay

L

ifetime Member John Downer is a happy anomaly
in the Pulaski membership, not only because of
his retired rank as Deputy Chief, or because of
his service during World War II, or because of his
continued loyalty to our organization for over 50
years: in additions to all of these achievements,
John Downer celebrated his 100 birthday last year.
John was born on the Lower East Side in 1914 to
parents who immigrated to the United States at
the turn of the century. He attended Fordham
University and later worked as an accountant after
graduation. In 1938, he took the police and fire
department exams with the intention that he would
take the first vacancy available. Luckily, the police
department called first and he was appointed to this
Department in September of 1941.
So why did this college educated man leave the
private sector to walk the streets of New York City?
In 1938, when John first took the civil service exam,
the Depression had been in effect for eight years,
unemployment was high and wages low, but no one
who was employed by the City was laid off (more on
that topic in another article).
His entry into the Department was cut short due
to the start of World War II. He was deployed to
England with the 8th Army Air Force protecting and
securing the secret Norden Bombsight project. The
Norden was then in development and was being
designed to calculate aircraft bombs’ downward
trajectory based on the current flight conditions
with the goal of improving the accuracy of bombing
missions. He attained the rank of Staff Sergeant
and was discharged from the military in 1945.
John had only eight years with the Department when
he was promoted to Sergeant in June, 1949; less
than three years in the rank of Sergeant when he was
promoted to Lieutenant in January, 1952; and only
six and a half years in the Lieutenant’s rank when he
was promoted to Captain in September, 1958. His
promotions were unusually quick for his time period;
Sergeants then were often promoted around their
10th anniversary, Lieutenants around their 20th
anniversary, and Captains later, yet by John’s 20th
anniversary with the Department he was already a
Captain with three years in rank under his belt as

well as the command of the 84 Precinct. In August,
1964 he was promoted to Deputy Inspector, two
years later he was promoted to Inspector and his
final promotion to Deputy Chief Inspector - today’s
equivalent of Deputy Chief - was in June, 1969.
John worked in a variety of assignments in
addition to patrol. In 1966, he was assigned as
the commanding officer of the Police Academy and
during an interview he gave at that time he described
the curriculum taught to police recruits and the
communities they would serve as “...emphasizing
courtesy and the recognition of individual and
civil rights.”
I wonder if an incident that occurred while John was
the 70 Desk Officer made him remember the value
of simple courtesy. Sometime between 1952 to
1955, John remembers an incident involving Joey
Gallo, a New York City gangster in what would later
become the Colombo crime family. Joey’s brother
had parked his automobile at a hydrant and refused
to move it, and became involved in a war of words
with the cop on post. The situation escalated and
the brother was arrested and brought to the station
house where Joey soon showed up demanding to
know what had happened. His brother told him:
“This f****** cop told me to move the car!” At
which point Joey slapped him across the face (in
front of the desk officer) and told him: “You talk
nice to the officer!” Joey was no doubt a gangster
and would be murdered in 1972, yet he understood
the minimal cost of extending a courtesy and the
resulting positive outcome.
John certainly enjoyed his time in the Department.
Where else can one get a front row seat to
view the Mafia providing sensitivity training to
family members?
John retired from the Department in the summer of
1973 and worked for the Board of Education for two
years hiring and training School Safety agents, and
later worked for the American Banknote organization
in charge of security until 1977 when he retired for
the last time.
Although retired, the Department had not yet
finished with him: last June, he met with Police
Commissioner William Bratton and his wife, and
was given the opportunity
to tour the Joint Operations
Center. There, he saw the
technological
advances
within the Department that
did not exist when he was
an active member of the
Department.
John fondly remembers
the friendly atmosphere of
Pulaski meetings as well
as the delicious kielbasa
that our chef Benny would
provide (which Benny is still
providing. Thank you Benny,
you are legendry!) John and
his wife, Louise, as well as

their daughters Carol Ann and Mary Louise, attended
many of the Pulaski weekends at the Concord
Resort as well as Pulaski sponsored European trips
including a visit to the Vatican for a Papal Blessing.
Although immigrants, John’s parents somehow
managed to find the $275.00 per semester to send
him to Fordham University during the Depression. I
marvel at their tenacity and resourcefulness and
I smile because I know firsthand how ingenious
the Polish can be when there’s a goal just out of
reach. This tenacity and stubbornness gave the
Department a gifted and educated leader, shaped by
his experiences growing up with his immigrant family
and in a City still recovering from the Depression.
John’s starting wage with the Department was
less than $29.00 per week, which is more than the
$15.00 he was earning as an accountant. A year
later, he found himself in England and charged with
protecting the newest innovation that could provide
the advantage that could win World War II for the
Allies. He returned to the Department after the War
and eventually climbed the ranks before retiring as
a Deputy Chief, and then came back to meet with our
Police Commissioner William Bratton.
John’s 100th birthday last year was celebrated with
family and friends, including his 94 years old little
sister who flew in from California and his 88 year
old kid brother who came from Massachusetts, in
addition his two daughters, five grandchildren and
other relatives. At his 99th birthday, he remembered
a quote from Kirk Douglas: “If you can count the
number of good friends you have on one hand, you’re
lucky.” I am sure that John needs both hands and
feet and still runs out of digits to count the many
people who wish him well.
The traditional Polish birthday salute is “Sto Lat,”
(translation: May He Live a 100 Years!) but that’s
not appropriate for this birthday. So I say “Dwieście
Lat” (translation: May He Live 200 years!).

Dwieście lat John!

Hollywood’s War with Poland 1939 – 1945 by M.B.B. Biskupski
An introduction by Stef Komar

I

n September of 1939 Poland was simultaneously
invaded by two allied totalitarian states - Nazi
Germany and the Soviet Union, that both had their
supporters here in the United States. The German
American Bund supported Nazi Germany, while the
Communist Party of the United States of America
was supportive of, and was funded by, the Soviet
Union. Prior to the start of World War II, American
Communists, along with Communists the world
over, considered Fascists to be their enemies. The
German Fascists were especially hated due to
the brutality and extreme violence between them
and the German Communists, as the two groups
struggled for power in Germany. Poland, having
defeated the invading Bolsheviks, the precursors
to the Soviets, in the 1918-1920 war, was a similar
target of Communist hostility, although Poland
rejected any alliance with Nazi Germany, and the
Polish population found the Nazi racist ideology to
be threatening and inconsistent with their religious
values. While Poland was treated only with disdain,
Nazi Germany was perceived as a seriously growing
threat, and American Communists agitated for the
United States to build up its military capabilities in
order to be able to wage war with Nazi Germany.

affected the emotions of Germans with their
storylines and character behavior that cast Poles
and Jews as despicable miscreants. These movies
were considered such important elements in
the preparation of the German public to commit
atrocities against targeted groups that the German
director of the movie “Jud Suss” was criminally
charged for creating the movie during the Nuremburg
Trials, and the movie was officially banned after the
war by the allies.
Soviet authorities also saw the value of film to
help achieve propaganda objectives, and this was
carried out most successfully in the United States,
thanks to their proxies in the Communist Party of
the USA, who rallied to Hollywood, took up positions
of prominence and dominated the intellectual elite

An instance of clear cut bias by the American movie
industry against Poland was also that, although
Poland had the biggest and most active underground
movement resisting the German occupation of
Europe, the Polish underground was, and in passing,
touched upon in no more than three (3) movies, while
there were hundreds of Hollywood movies in which
roles were played by the much smaller, insignificant
in comparison, French and Czech resistance
movements. An explanation for this state of affairs
would be that the French resistance was primarily
leftist, if not outright Communist, while the Czech
resistance had good relations with the Soviets, were
also mostly leftist, and espoused socialism upon
the regaining of independence from Germany. The
Polish underground did NOT have good relations with
the Soviets for obvious reasons, was overall nonCommunist. The Polish Communist underground did
exist, but was a marginal group that conspired and
fought against the mainstream Polish underground.

When Poland was invaded by Nazi Germany,
American Communist publications expressed
sympathy with Poland, and demanded action against
Nazi Germany. After the Soviet Union attacked
Poland two weeks later and announced itself an ally
of Nazi Germany, American Communist publications,
in line with Soviet propaganda, changed their tune
dramatically. America was NOT to arm itself, and
organizations created by American Communists to
encourage US military build up were dissolved, and
organizations pushing for peace were created in
their place. Poland was then again characterized
by Communist publications as a fascist, feudal and
backward country with such social injustice that
the takeover of Poland by the Soviet Union, and their
German ally, was pretty much justified.
One of the mediums used to hammer home these
anti-Polish sentiments was film.
By the time World War two erupted film had become
a popular form of entertainment. Many by this
time had detected the immense value films had
in influencing public opinion, and governments
sought to harness this tool to promote their goals.
Nazi Germany used film to incite racial hatred for
Jews and Slavs, considered to be “subhuman” and
destined only for extermination or to serve the
superior German race. Famous are the German Nazi
propaganda movies such as Jud Suss, or Heimkehr.
Heimkehr falsely portrayed German minorities
in newly recreated Poland as victims of extreme
discrimination and violence, which, in fact, Poles
had been subject to under German occupation prior
to the 1918 resurrection of the Polish state. Jud
Suss incited anti-Jewish sentiments in preparation
for Germans dealing harshly and decisively with
the Jewish population of Europe. These movies

of Poland by the Soviet Union in 1939. Naturally,
there was not even one movie in Hollywood about
mass executions or the forceful deportations of
up to one and a half million Poles to the gulag in
packed cattle cars where estimates of half died,
mostly children, women and the elderly. Absent in
Hollywood movies also was the skeletal condition
of Poles, akin to the condition of Jews liberated
from the German death camps, and their deadly
plight, after the Soviets released these prisoners
from the gulag into the Siberian wilderness to fend
for themselves when Germany attacked the Soviet
Union. The only mention in Hollywood movies of the
entry of Soviet troops into Poland falsely insinuated
this to be “help” for the population of Poland. There
was NO Hollywood movie that depicted Stalin as an
ally of Hitler.

there. Professor M.B.B. Biskupski of Connecticut
State University, in his book “Hollywood’s War
with Poland 1939 -1945” made a compelling
circumstantial case that Hollywood, through film,
perpetrated against Poland a form of character
assassination that effectively turned important
segments of American public opinion towards
the Soviet Union and Stalin, but away from Poland
and the aspirations of the Polish people for an
independent state. Repeated distortion, omission
and misrepresentation, sanctioned by (the abuse
of) “artistic” license, were the weapons of this
veiled “war”.
The most blatant misrepresentations by Communist
Hollywood of Polish World War II history is that there
was not a single movie made in Hollywood during
the war, or after, for that matter, about the invasion

Professor Biskupski, a self-proclaimed movie
lover, searched for any Hollywood movies created
during World War II that did contain even the
smallest association with Polish heritage, such
as Polish American characters. He found, and
looked into, movies that included Polish elements
that disappeared from the end product. Biskupski
determined that from the large number of movies
involving World War II, only a handful had traces
of Poles, Polish Americans or Poland. This was
disproportionately low considering that Poland
was involved in the war from beginning to end. It is
equally low due to the fact that Polish military units
served with distinction on all fronts of the war, in
many countries besides Poland itself, Poland had
the largest underground, and there were 600,000
Polish Americans in the armed forces of the
United States.
Professor Biskupski compared original novels
to scripts based on such novels. He tracked the
transformation of the scripts, and the ideological
inclinations and party affiliations of the successive
screenwriters and others responsible for changes
involving the script. He also studied communications

between screenwriters and United States
bureaucrats from the Bureau of Motion Pictures
(BMP) of the Office of War Information (OWI), a
US censorship bureau that approved all movies
made during the war and had the power to stop the
production and distribution of any movie deemed
inappropriate. Professor Biskupski also noted the
involvement of Soviet diplomats in the screenwriting
of particular movies. He compared films to the
dramatic historical events involving Poland, as well
as propaganda goals of the Soviet Union in place at
the time specific movies were created and released.
What Professor Biskupski reveals is enlightening.
Based on his research Professor Biskupski describes
what appears to be the deliberate use of Hollywood
movies in the furtherance of pro-Soviet and antiPolish policy objectives during World War Two.
The anti-Polish expressions in the few Hollywood
movies about Poles or Poland manifested
themselves in several ways. In more than one
instance, a movie was based on an original script
or novel in which there was an immensely positive
Polish character.
These Polish characters,
however, upon involvement of screenwriters with
known Communist party membership, affiliation
or sympathies, in the final versions of the movies,
either lose their Polish ethnicity, or lose their
positive characteristics.
Polish heroic, brave,
strong, good looking, popular, decent, competent
characters from the original script or novel, are
replaced by Polish characters that are cowardly,
lazy, racist, ugly, cruel, unpatriotic, etc. One of the
more pathetic characters introduced was given the
last name Pulaski, clearly disrespecting the memory
of one of American Polonia’s most revered heroes,
who lost his life fighting for American freedom. The
positive characteristics suddenly appear in another
character of different ethnic background.
In other movies, symbolism and the demeanor and
statements of Polish characters, are used to falsely
suggest that Poles did not resist the Germans, were
allied with, or were sympathetic to, the German
Nazis. If Poles were shown to resist the Germans
in any of the movies, they were shown to do so in
the most superficial and meaningless fashion. For
example, in one movie, a simple British woman living
in Poland with her Polish husband is the one who
has to rally disinterested Poles into halfheartedly
defending their own country. A Polish worker in
Warsaw is shown to not care that the Germans
are advancing, but the strangely situated Russian
worker in Warsaw is more than eager to use the
weapon he acquires to defend Poland.
Hollywood also diminished Polish suffering, not only
at the hands of the Soviets, but also at the hands of
the Germans. In the Hollywood version of World War
II, Polish suffering is limited to mere inconveniences,
and something to laugh at in a comedy. According to
Professor Biskupski, Poland was the ONLY country
with the distinction of having its occupation by
Germany, no laughing matter in the least, covered by
Hollywood during WW II in a comedy. Meanwhile, the
occupation of Poland by Germany, in reality, had the
distinction of being the most brutal and murderous
occupation of any country by Nazi Germany.

Professor Biskupski also reveals the very disparate
treatment of Polish and Soviet diplomats during the
writing and screening of movies. Soviet diplomats
were consulted with very early in the creative process
while Polish diplomats were never consulted with.
Every effort was made to satisfy the slightest wish
of the Soviet diplomats on how Soviet or Russian
troops were to be depicted. Objections of Polish
diplomats, and even members of American Polonia,
on the other hand, were stubbornly dismissed with
condescension. Professor Biskupski explains that US
censors in the BMP, recruited from Hollywood circles,
and mostly Communist party members, routinely
directed film studios to conduct consultations
with representatives of other countries. One BMP
communication, in the case of Ireland, for example,
explained that such consultations were to “assure
no errors in the presentation of Irish people and
customs.” No such directives, however, were made
about Poland. The quote about Poles in a well known
movie “These aren’t people, they’re dogs, but good
dogs. You can train them” passed BMP inspection
and was apparently not considered an error in the
presentation of Polish people or customs. BMP
censors would often direct detailed changes to
movies, such as finding more handsome actors
to play Russian characters, or to somehow inject
mention of Russian troops into scenes of battles
that Soviet Russian troops had no part in. Meanwhile
Polish troops were routinely removed from scenes
of historic battles where there actually were Polish
troops, navy ships, or pilots. This was done even
in the case of the famous and well-known battle
of Monte Cassino in Italy. Although Polish troops
actually won the battle, with high casualties, and
hoisted the Polish flag over the German positions
in only several days, after months of unsuccessful
attempts by other allied forces, the film “GI Joe”
completely omitted the role of Polish troops in the
victory altogether.
It should be no surprise that Hollywood movies
ominously mirrored Soviet political doctrine and
plans. In the movie “Wilson,” the fourteen points
proclaimed by President Wilson for the vision
of Europe after World War I was changed. The
thirteenth point, the one that specifically mentions
the creation of a free and independent Poland, was
missing! A new one, about cooperation with Russia,
was added, but through some miracle, eventually
cut out of the movie in the end. Nonetheless, the
attempt to insert this fictional point into the movie
speaks wonders while the fact the movie was
distributed without the thirteenth point is quite
damning, and seems to have foreseen Poland’s
loss of freedom due to Soviet occupation following
World War II. It certainly reflected Soviet designs on
Poland which the Soviets at the time of the release
of the movie had the confidence to consider and
prepare for, as they were decisively beating German
forces back towards traditionally Polish land.
During World War II films had an enormous influence
on the attitude of millions of Americans. Americans
at this time went to the movies more than they read
books or newspapers, and cinema was the medium
from which most Americans learned their history

and current events. Unfortunately, the American
film industry became saturated early on with
ideologues that manipulated movies to promote
the interests of International Communism from
which they received financial support. Various film
industry groups, such as the Screenwriters Guild,
the Screen Readers Guild, etc. were created and/
or controlled by members of the Communist Party
of the USA. These ideologues were equally present
amongst the executive staff and ownership of the
established film studios. Although Poland refused
to ally itself with the German Nazis, in the eyes of
Hollywood Communists, Poland, by virtue of having
rejected Russian Communism, was still perceived as
a fascist state. Although World War II started over
Poland, and with the invasion of Poland, Hollywood
Communists saw the war as one against Fascism,
and since they viewed Poland as a Fascist state, it
appears that Poland to them was, in spite of all facts
to the contrary, on the side of the Nazis, and was to
be treated as such … and Hollywood did do that as far
as it could. Hollywood Communists were assisted
in this by the Roosevelt administration, which felt
it necessary to make Stalin and the Soviets smell
like roses in order to make the American people
comfortable with this unsavory ally. The United
States Government used the film industry to further
the goal that the film industry was only too happy
to fulfill. As a result, Poland was forced to endure
unjustified, vicious vilification, as it fought for the
physical survival of millions of its citizens who were
being murdered at an unimaginable rate by both Nazi
Germany and Soviet Russia. Because of this, Poland
and Eastern Europe were then consigned after the
war, with proven premeditation and deception by the
Roosevelt Administration, to Soviet occupation and
terror, without substantial American public outcry to
prevent or protest this moral stain on the integrity of
the United States.
While Hollywood Communists lost some of their
influence during the backlash that resulted when
American Communists handed over the atomic
bomb secrets to the Soviet Union, and Americans
came to the realization that Communism indeed
presented a threat to the United States. Hollywood
Communists responsible for the most shameless
pro-Soviet movies were dragged before Congress
and publicly excoriated for their propaganda feats,
as well as their membership in the Communist party.
The distortions about Poland, however, as well as
the overall bias in Hollywood against Poland, still
survived, and can still be seen in Hollywood movies
to this day, especially in those about the Holocaust
or World War II. These same misrepresentations and
biases exist in our mainstream media, in academia,
and in government. Polish Americans should be
aware of them, and be ready to challenge them
with the understanding that they quite possibly are
spewed out of ignorance, and/or ill will towards our
Polish heritage.
Hollywood’s War with Poland 1939 – 1945 was
published by The University Press of Kentucky in
2010 and is available at Amazon.com, Barnes and
Noble, and other book stores.

Will You Be My Pulaski Valentine?
by Catherine Jay

I am still looking for pictures of Pulaski members who are related, friends,
dating or married; if I don’t get more, this will be the last installment of Pulaski
Generations article. Photos can be emailed to me at KasiaJ@aol.com or mailed
to me at the below address. Please include the names, ranks, status (active or
retired), contact information and additional information with your photo.

Love enters a man through his eyes, a woman
through her ears.
– Polish Proverb

The Pulaski Association
PO Box 447
Floral Park, NY 11002
Attn: Catherine Jay

Police Officer Mariusz Micyk and Police Officer Barbara Micyk...and when they
became Mr. and Mrs.

This couple met at a Pulaski parade in 1983 and have been together since.
Congratulations to retired Lieutenant Bobby Butler and retired Police Officer
Bernadette Gorczynski for their 30 years together!
John Trzcinski and his wife, Jennifer Trzcinski, at his promotion to sergeant. Not
only are they husband and wife but John is the NYPD Pulaski Association Trustee
for Queens and he surprised Jennifer with a Pulaski Associate Membership - the
perfect Valentine’s Day gift!

Marriage allows you to annoy that one special person
for the rest of your life.
- Rita Rudner, American comedian and
granddaughter of Polish immigrant
Retired Lieutenant Barbara Matousek is smiling because her husband, Lieutenant
Albert Matousek is getting promoted and matching her in rank. Al was able to get
the last word in - he retired first!

Robert Lee and Catherine Jay on their promotion to lieutenant...three years before
they became Mr. and Mrs. and active in Pulaski Association.

Swój ciagnie do swojego (Like draws to like)
Meet John and Carol Paulik, Pulaski members and retired captains. To add to their
high achievements, their son Michael was in the top 20% of his Academy class.

– Polish Proverb

Polish Surname of the Day - Waluk
Meaning: from the name Walenty, or from the Polish verb walić meaning to knock down, overthrow; to strike; to move slowly, heavily.
Source: Hoffman, William F. Polish Surnames: Origins & Meanings Volumes 1, 3rd Edition, page 841. Chicago, Illinois: Polish Genealogical Society of America, 2013. Print.
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OUR CREDIT UNION…

Located in rediscovered Greenpoint

MORE THAN A BANK

207 NORMAN AVENUE
(cORNER Of HUMbOldt St)

bROOKlYN, N.Y. 11222

As a member you are also an owner of our Credit Union!
Our unique understanding of the Polish & Slavic
community lets us understand your and your
family's financial needs. Our representatives
speak Polish and English to serve you better. For
35 years we have been providing Polonia with
financial products and services such as checking,

SYRENA BAKERY, INC
THE BAKERY WITH THE FINEST REPUTATION

savings and IRA accounts. We also offer a variety of
VISA® credit, debit and gift cards. In the past few
years we have significantly expanded our

TEL.

( 7 1 8 ) 3 4 9 - 0560

FAX (718) 349- 8134

electronic services, giving members access to
internet and telephone banking, as well as online
bill payment. We also take pride in offering a wide array of residential and commercial
mortgages and consumer loans, all at very competitive rates. Please visit any of our fifteen
branches in New York, New Jersey or Illinois and experience the credit union difference!

Join today!
1.855.PSFCU.4U | www.psfcu.com

100 MCGUINNESS BLVD.
BROOKLYN, NY 11222

1260 60TH ST.
BROOKLYN, NY 11219

66-14 GRAND AVE.
MASPETH, NY 11378

619 WEST EDGAR RD.
LINDEN, NJ 07036

667 CHESTNUT ST.
UNION, NJ 07083

140 GREENPOINT AVE.
BROOKLYN, NY 11222

6903 FRESH POND RD.
RIDGEWOOD, NY 11385

314 GREAT NECK RD.
COPIAGUE, NY 11726

990 CLIFTON AVE.
CLIFTON, NJ 07013

533 BROADWAY
BAYONNE, NJ 07002

75 RIVER DRIVE,
GARFIELD, NJ 07026

1110 N. OLDEN AVE.
TRENTON, NJ 08638

1044 MT. PROSPECT PLAZA,
MT. PROSPECT, IL 60056

8342 S. HARLEM AVE.
BRIDGEVIEW, IL 60455

4147 N. HARLEM AVE.,
NORRIDGE, IL 60706

* Membership restrictions apply. Other restrictions may also apply.

All of us at SYRENA BAKERY work to provide
our customers with the freshest, best tasting
whole and multi-grain breads and rolls, boiled
bagels, signature babkas, specialty cookies,
European and American handmade cakes and
pastries.
Thank you for choosing us for your baking needs.

Store Hours: Mon-Fri 5:30am - 8:pm

Sat 6am-7pm

Sun - Closed
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Pulaski Association
NEW YORK CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
P.O. BOX 447
FLORAL PARK, NY 11002
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